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ADVENT… A SEASON OF PREPARATION… OF GETTING READY
When a year ends and a new one begins, it’s good to take a deep
breath moment to reflect and see where we’ve been and where
we are going. This season of Advent is a gift from the Church to
help us do this. Especially when our world around us pressures
us with extra frenetic activity, we are invited to prayer, planning,
preparation, and peace.
SPIRITUAL CLEANING… PARISH PENANCE / RECONCILIATION
This year we are looking to have parish penance services during
our Advent season. We are doing this as safely as we can. Sin is a
particular weight that we carry, and forgiveness removes this
weight and strengthens us with grace. We weren’t able to offer
what we normally would during Lent, and we want people to
have the opportunity to have these burdens lifted. In addition to
our regular confession times:

· On Sun Dec 6 (with the help of Fr. Mark Tomasiewicz):
o 2PM – St. Michael’s in Albion
o 7PM – St. Boniface in Elgin

· On Sun Dec 13 (with the help of Fr. Jeremy Hans):
o 4PM – St. Peter’s in Ewing
o 5:30PM – Rural St. John’s Deloit
o 7PM – St. Theresa’s in Clearwater

PREPARING FOR TWO COMINGS OF CHRIST
I know that my miles of ministry often causes me to see a
mechanic for a tune-up and an oil change. The first part of Advent
asks us to consider how ready we are for the 2nd coming of Christ.
What if Jesus comes back for the end of the world and the
beginning of the new creation? Am I ready and prepared for his
judgment? Am I ready and prepared to accept salvation on his
terms, rather than dictating my own terms? The first part of
Advent helps me to see where I struggle to let Jesus be my King,
my Lord, my Savior.
The second part of Advent focuses on how Jesus came to us 2000
years ago and how he comes to me today. God does not demand
that we climb some mountain to ascend to him. God descends to
us. Jesus appears in all humility… because the all-powerful God
becomes as vulnerable and needy as a baby. God will move
heaven and earth to meet us, save us, and redeem us. He calls

love out of us, and he makes us capable of so much more by his
grace and love. The first part of Advent is about whether I am
ready to go meet God. The second part of Advent is about
whether I am ready to receive him as he comes.
WHAT DOES ‘DOING ADVENT’ LOOK LIKE?
We have these next four Sundays of Advent to reflect on the
promise of God coming to us.
As we begin this season, you might have an Advent wreath on
your table or in your home that helps us count down our way to
Christmas. These themes are meant to accompany the weeks of
our Advent season:

· The 1st Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope with the
“Prophet’s Candle” reminding us that Jesus is coming.

· The 2nd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Faith with the
“Bethlehem Candle” reminding us of Mary and Joseph’s
journey to Bethlehem.

· The 3rd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy with the
“Shepherd’s Candle” reminding us of the Joy the world
experienced at the coming birth of Jesus.

· The 4th Sunday of Advent symbolizes Peace with the
“Angel’s Candle” reminding us of the message of the
angels: “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.”

source: catholiccompany.com/getfed/

CHRISTMAS ACCOMMODATIONS FOR COVID
As we plan for Christmas in the midst of COVID-world, we are
making some accommodations… for this year only. Since we may
have many travelers from outside our communities coming,
prudence will require us to be seated every other pew and we
again strongly encourage with our local health departments the
wearing of a face covering. While not ideal, we are expanding our
ability to handle overflow in parish halls and such. We are also
adding mass times, hoping that we can safely accommodate as
many as possible inside our church buildings.
Christmas Eve/Day Masses ‘up North’: 3PM – SJD / 5PM – SPE /
7PM - STC / Midnight – SJD / 8AM – SPE / 10AM – STC
Christmas Eve/Day Masses ‘down South’: 4PM – SBR /
6:30PM – SBE / 8AM – SJP / 10AM – SBE
ENGAGING THIS SEASON
I hope that Advent is a blessed time for you. We will make some
additional resources available. Word Among Us booklets are
available to engage the daily and weekend readings of this
Advent season. Taking time to pray hedges off the busyness. And
Real Life Catholic is offering an Advent retreat online for free
https://coaching.reallifecatholic.com/unshakeable-joy that
I am really looking forward to with Cardinal Cantalamessa. Know
of my prayers for you in this time as well.

Peace,
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