Catlolic Prsishes in Phestrershiip

St. Bonaventure, Raeville | St. Boniface, Elgin | St. John the Baptist, Petersburg
Annunciation Parish serving
St. John the Baptist, Deloit | St. Peter de Alcdntara, Ewing | St. Theresa, Clearwater
St. Francis of Assisi, Neligh | Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Tilden

Office Address: 108 N 4t Street, Petersburg, NE 68652 | Email parish@cppnebraska.org
Mailing Address: PO Box 608, Petersburg, NE 68652| Phone 402.843.2345

March 23, 2025 Third Sunday of Lent

Bulletin submissions due Tuesday by 5:00 P.M. Submit to: bulletin@cppnebraska.org

Receive the bulletin online! Go to cppnebraska.flocknote.com/signups | Follow us on Facebook: Catholic Parishes in Partnership

cppnebraska.org Emergency only: 402-578-0626
MAIN OFFICE: 402-843-2345 Rev. John Norman, Pastor (Medical emergencies or death)
Monday: Closed jmnorman@archomaha.org Call will go to the on-call priest.

Tuesday: 10:30am-Noon & 1:00-4:00 pm

. Rev. Frank Baumert, Sr. Assoc. Pastor
Wednesday - Friday: 9:30 am - Noon

Physical Address fbaumert@cppnebraska.org, 402-677-1565

108 N 4th St., Petersburg, NE 68652 Ann Kurpgeweit, Executive Assistant

Mailing Address akurpgeweit@cppnebraska.org Three core values:
PO I?OX 608, .Petersburg, NE 68652 Clarissa Stuhr, Office Manager, Communications

Parish email cstuhr@cppnebraska.org Communion
parish@cppnebraska.org . )

Becky Kerkman, Evangelization Coordinator, Sacraments

SATELLITE OFFICES bkerkman@cppnebraska.org Communication
Neligh: 702 West 1ith Street, Neligh, NE 68756 Sarah Hemenway, Bookkeeper
Tuesday - Friday 9:00 am - 400 pm shemenway@cppnebraska.org Sustainability
sl =2 Jeanne Dahl, Receptionist, Secretary, main office
Elgin: PO Box B, Elgin, NE 68636 jdahl@cppnebraska.org

No office hours. PO Box checked regularty. Dorothy Brandt, Secretary, Neligh office

dbrandt@archomaha.org

Ewing: PO Box 37, Ewing, NE 68735

No office hours. PO Box checked regularly. Kari Schindler, Development Director
karischindler@pjcrusaders.org Deacon Dennis Wiehn 402-843-0182
Tilden: PO Box 458, Tilden, NE 6878l Deacon John Starman, Director of Operations Deacon James Schindel 402-910-8912

e jstarman@cppnebraska.org, 402-843-8393 Sister Patricia Hoffman (retired) 402-843-5461

Today's Gospel reading is the scriptural equivalent of the
old image of the man on the sidewalk wearing a sandwich
board that reads: The End is Near.

While the sidewalk evangelist may have gotten more
looks than converts, Jesus' words emphasize the urgency
of repentance in a way that is tough to ignore. In the first
part of the reading, Jesus responds to a "news report”
about Galileans killed by Pilate, presumably as they
of fered ritual sacrifices, and another story about people
crushed by a falling tower. He reframes both tragedies—
not as divine punishment but as stark reminders of life's
fragility. None of us know how much time we have, so
Jesus challenges his listeners to examine their spiritual
state now, rather than assuming there's always time to
make things right with God.




SPE=Ewing, STC=Clearwater, SID=Deloit, SFN=Neligh,
OLT=Tilden, SJP=Petersburg, SBR=Raeville, SBE=Elgin

Date Time & Event

Every Monday SJD Rosary/Meditation 7:00 p.m.

Every Tuesday SFN Rosary 10:00 a.m.

Every Wednesday 5:00-5:30 p.m. Confessions at SBE
Youth Group for 9-12 grades, 7:00-8:00 p.m. at OLT Hall, Tilden

First Communion at St. Theresa, Clearwater

Mar 2
Sun Mar23 Farewell celebration for Sister Pat Hoffman. SBE 1-3 p.m.

Tues Mar 25 Blessings of a Child in the Womb at SEN 6:30 p.m.

Wed Mar 26| Speak to My Grief 6:00 p.m. Neligh Public Library

Thur Mar 27| Baptism Class in Elgin Convent ~ 7:00 p.m.

Fri Mar 28 Stations of the Cross at SJD 7:00 p.m.

Sat Mar 29 SBE Spring Benefit Auction 5:30 p.m. Elgin KC Hall

Parish Penance Services:
SBE 3:00 p.m. | STC 5:00 p.m.

Sun Mar 30 | Neligh KC Annual Ham & Beef Dinner 5-8 p.m. Neligh Legion

Eucharistic Adoration & Praise Hour at SBE 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Youth Group to follow for grades 7-12. Supper provided!

Wed April 2|  Speak to My Grief session 6:00 p.m. Neligh Public Library

Elgin KC Fish Fry 5:00-7:30 p.m.

Tending the Garden

In today’s Gospel message, Jesus also reinforces the call
to repentance with a vivid parable about an orchard
owner, a gardener, and a barren fig tree. The orchard
owner wants to cut the tree down, but the gardener pleads
for one more year to tend and nurture it. As with all of
Jesus' parables, there are layers of meaning to consider.
The fig tree can represent us individually—our spiritual
lives may have become stagnant, bearing little or no fruit.
But it can also symbolize those who are distant from

God: people who are struggling, lost, or alone.

Here’s the challenge: As Christians, we're not only called to
ensure our own trees bear fruit but also to take on the role
of the gardener. We are invited to intercede, nurture, and
tend the barren trees, offering time, patience, prayer, and
love to help others grow. In doing so, we become
participants in the mercy and grace of God.

This Lent, how can we embrace the gardener’'s mission?
Who in our lives might need our care, encouragement, or
prayer to bear the fruit they are capable of? Let us ask God
for the courage and wisdom to meet this challenge,
sharing His mercy with a world that is so often fragile and
in need of hope.

Fri April 4 Stations of the Cross at SJP 7:00 p.m.
Sat April 5 First Communion at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Tilden
First Communion at St. Boniface, Elgin
First Communion at St. Francis, Neligh
Sun April 6 SJP Potato Bake at Werner Hall 5:00-7:00 p.m.
~ Fr. John Norman’s Birthday!
Fri April 11 Stations of the Cross at STC 7:00 p.m.

Every Friday during Lent:

Stations of the Cross at SFN after Friday 8:30 a.m. Mass
Stations of the Cross at SBE 3:00 p.m. (Led by PJ grade school)
Stations of the Cross at SPE 6:00 p.m.

Petersburg Legion Fish Fry 5:30-7:30 p.m. every Friday
Albion KC Fish Fry 5:00-7:30 p.m. every Friday

This Sunday!

Sister Pat Hoffman's Farewell Reception
Sunday, March 23, 2025
St. Boniface Church Basement
1:00-3:00 pm

Sister Pat will move to St. Joseph Convent in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin on April Ist. She has been part of the Elgin
community, St. Boniface Parish, and Pope John XXIII

Central Catholic School for almost 53 years. Along with

Sister Pat, the School Sisters of St. Francis leave the Elgin

Community. We have been blessed to have the Sisters of

St. Francis as part of our community since January 1909
with the opening of St. Boniface School.

Please join us at a reception
in Sister Pat's honor on March 23rd.
If you are unable to attend, cards may be sent to:
Sister Pat Hoffman
PO Box 219
Elgin, NE 68636
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Upcoming Deanery Meetings

Rural Central Deanery (RCD)
of the OACCW will meet
Tuesday, April 8, at the Elgin KC Hall.
Registration: 1:00 | Meeting: 1:30.

Rural Northwest (RNW) Deanery
Council of Catholic Women Spring Meeting
Tuesday, April 8
St Wenceslaus in Verdigre.
Registration: 9:30 AM | Meeting: 10:00 AM.
Mass at 11:30 AM. Join us to hear Karen Marshall speak of
her experience in Medjugorje’.
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39th Annual

Pope John Development Dinner

Palm Sunday, April 13th
Silent Auction & Social: 5:00-6:30 p.m.
Dinner: 6:30 p.m.
Werner Hall - Petersburg
$75 per person
Contact Pope John school for tickets: 402-843-5325
Deadline is Friday, April 4th.



















